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Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in
everything give thanks; for this is the will of

God in Christ Jesus for you.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18



Historical Background
Thessalonica located on the Aegean Sea in

modern-day Greece

Paul and Silas visited Thessalonica during Paul’s

second missionary journey (50 AD)

Paul wrote 1 & 2 Thessalonians several months

later (50 or 51 AD)

These are most likely Paul’s earliest letters



About the Apostle Paul



1 Timothy 1:12-16
“And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because
He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, although I
was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I
obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the
grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love
which are in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
of whom I am chief. However, for this reason I obtained mercy,
that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a
pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting
life.”



To Understand Paul We Must
First Look at Stephen



Acts 6:5b-7
And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the
Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, whom
they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed,
they laid hands on them.
Then the word of God spread, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great
many of the priests were obedient to the faith.



Acts 6:8-15
And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the
people. Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the
Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia),
disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the
Spirit by which he spoke. Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have
heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” And they
stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him,
seized him, and brought him to the council. They also set up false witnesses
who said, “This man does not cease to speak blasphemous words against this
holy place and the law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth
will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to
us.” And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as
the face of an angel.



Acts 7:
Stephen’s Address
to the High Priest 

and the Jewish Council



“However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made
with hands, as the prophet says:

‘Heaven is My throne,
And earth is My footstool.

What house will you build for Me? says the Lord,
Or what is the place of My rest?

Has My hand not made all these things?’”

Acts 7:47-50



Acts 7:51-53
“You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You
always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.
Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And

they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of
whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers,

who have received the law by the direction of angels and have
not kept it.”



Deuteronomy 10:12-16

“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the
Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments

of the Lord and His statutes which I command you today for your good?
Indeed heaven and the highest heavens belong to the Lord your God, also the

earth with all that is in it. The Lord delighted only in your fathers, to love
them; and He chose their descendants after them, you above all peoples, as it

is this day. Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-
necked no longer.”

Moses to the Children of Israel, 
after wandering in the wilderness for 40 years:



Acts 7:54-60
When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed

at him with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of

God, and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!”

Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him
with one accord; and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the
witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.

And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice,

“Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he had said this, he fell
asleep.



Acts 8:1-3
Now Saul was consenting to his death.

At that time a great persecution arose against the church
which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered

throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles. And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and

made great lamentation over him.
As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every

house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to
prison.



Galatians 1:13-14
“For you have heard of my former conduct in
Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God
beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I

advanced in Judaism beyond many of my
contemporaries in my own nation, being more
exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my

fathers.”



Paul’s Highly Advanced 
Jewish Education



Acts 5:34
Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee
named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in

respect by all the people, and commanded them
to put the apostles outside for a little while.



Acts 22:3-5
“I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up
in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the

strictness of our fathers’ law, and was zealous toward God as
you all are today. I persecuted this Way to the death, binding
and delivering into prisons both men and women, as also the
high priest bears me witness, and all the council of the elders,
from whom I also received letters to the brethren, and went to

Damascus to bring in chains even those who were there to
Jerusalem to be punished.”



Saul of Tarsus’ 
Conversion to Christ



Ezekiel 36:26-27
“I will give you a new heart and put a new

spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone
out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
I will put My Spirit within you and cause you
to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My

judgments and do them.”



Acts 9:1-22



The Apostle Paul’s Ministry
Conversion on the Damascus Road 33 AD

Paul’s first missionary journey 47-49 AD

Paul’s second missionary journey 49-52 AD

Paul’s third missionary journey 53-57 AD

Paul’s journey to Rome and house arrest 60-62 AD

Paul’s martyrdom in Rome 67 or 68 AD

Paul’s 35 year ministry



1 Corinthians 15:8-11
“Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born
out of due time.
For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of
God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His
grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more
abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me. Therefore, whether it was I or they, so
we preach and so you believed.”



For next week:
Complete Week 1 & 2 of your

study guide
 

(1 Thess. 1 &2)
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